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. Matth.s5. 9. 
Bleſſed are the Peace-makers , for they 
[hall be called the Children of God. 


Pſalm 122. 6. 
Pray for the Peace of Feruſalem, they 
ſhall proſper that love her. 
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Tothe KI NG's moſt Excellent Ma- 
jety CHARL ESthe Second , of 
uf; Scotland, France and Ire- 
land King, Defender of che Faith, 


CFC. Grace and Peace. in Jeſus 


Chrilt. 


LO JS of Gracious and dear Sovereign, 
ſo ſoon as I ſaw Your Majeſties 
Declaration of Oftober 25. I 
could not but rejoice greatly 
for Your Care and holy Solici- 
tude expreſſed therein, and wiſdome like the 
wiſdom of Solomon about ſetling unity and 
uniformity in the Church of England, and 
deviſing the means of effefling it. And where- 
as ſome have in writing caſt aſperſions upon 
Your Sacred perſon, I could not but be greatly 
grieved at it, 'and to ſee how that notwith- 


ftandi Ng 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
ſtanding this Your Majeſties moſt ſerious pro- 
feſſion to have inform'd your ſelf what you 
could by conſulting with many both grave and 
learned beyond Sea, and of your own Land, by 
what means moſt probably Unity may be re- 
ftored to the Churches under your Majefties 
Dominion, yet may remain unſatisfied, who 
although they are not reverſe from Epiſcopal 
Government reformed, yet at hearing of Suf- 
fragens and rural Deans,they are much trou- 
Lled as at Officers not formerly heard of ei- 
. ther in the time of Queen Elizabeth, King 
James Your Grandfather, or of King Charles 
Tour Father. And as for the book of Com- 
mon Prayer, although the Prayers thereirf 
contained are moſt pithy and pious, yet the 
multitude of them, and often repetitions of 
ſome, g&xc. are offenſive, and above all, the 
Ceremonies therein preſcibed, which they will 
never abide to ſee uſed, although they be not 
urged upon them, and ſo the ſeeds of diſſen- 
tion will ftill continue in our Churches which 
will in time ſpring up again, the peace and 
unity defired will newer be ſetlea : for to ſet- 
tle it muſt be as but on God, ſo but one way 
under 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


under one Vice-gerent of God upon earth, and 
that muſt be the beft approved of by the 
word of God, which being ſo, aud Your Ma- 
Jeſties gracions inclination ſuch, that you 
have condeſcended ſo far as to conſult with 
ſome of your own Subjeds what way might 
be beſt to introduce Unity about matters Ec- 
clefiafticall, which hath” been ſo long want- 
ing. My Humble Sute unto your Majeſty is, 
that Tou would wouchſafe to caſtTour fawou- 
rable aſpe& upen this little book, which T a 
Subject of yours, as loyally affefied to your 
Majeſty as any other man, have written in 
concurrence with Tour Majeſty in the earneſt 
defire of Unity to be reſtored to our divided 
Churches before the comming out of your Pi- 
ous and Learned Declaration, hawing no op. 
portunity hitherto to preſent it to your Royall 
view ; being 78 years of age, and full of 
grievous Diſeaſcs, ſo as that I cannot Tra- 
well. 

And in this little Book I hope your Majeſty 
ſhall ſee good reaſon to be inclined to 90 the 
way therein pointed out to prevail for the 
reſtoring of Unity ſo much deſired, and in- 

deed 


The EpiſtkiDedicatory. 
deed ſo'neceſſary tapromote a ſetled and. la- 
ſting peace, 'which God grant unto ns under 
Tour Majeſty.Our Supream Head next unto 
Chriſt Fe! us." And to this end, that you may 
live Uſque ad miraculum, gloriouſly reigning 
upon earth, as you have been miraculouſly 
brought to this Throne of Tour Fathers, con- 
tinuing conſtantly zealous for the propaga- 
tion of the 'true Religion to the end. of your 
days, and finally be Crowned in Heaven with 
a never fading Crown of Glory. 


_...;Your Majeſties moſt Humble and 
Obedient Subje& and: dayly 
Orator before the Throne 

. . of Grace 


IOHN MAYER. 


_ 
EST ASLIVUE 


How Unity may be reſtored to the Church 
wh of England, 


E having now, by God's fingular 

bleſſing, Unity reſtor'd to this our 

Commonwealth,under one Head, 

in whom,for his gracious diſpoſi- 

tion, and undoubted right to this 

Diadem, we all agree : What re- 
mains now ſo much to be deſired , as Unity in 
our Charches.alſo? for want of which ſuch bloudy 
diſſentions hath been.ſo long amongſt us, to the 
great diſgrace of our moſt true retormed Reli- 
ofon , and to the ſetting of theſe three Nations 
in a moſt feartull Combuſtion. 

Upon this conſideration therefore, T, though 
the leaſt able among many ot my Bgethren, ſhall ,, »,,. 5. 
endeavour to ſhew my good will to reſtore this Facobus frater 
deſirable Unity amongit us. The main diffe- > we, 
rences I Genale at this day, are about Eccleſia-Thnnmus 
ſticall Government, and the Liturgy, or Book of is inter fe#ts 
Common Prayer. For the firſt, there willnot be, A Chas ths 
} perceive, any great relucting againſt Epiſcopal rmninw inCa- 
Government, becauſe it hath ſo ancient,and ſuch promaky apr 
pregnant -proofe hereof is. brought from holy Aczandrie 


Scripture , and., the practice. of the Catholick #n; 57. ibid. 
| poſt Petrum [i- 
nus Epiſt. 2. Rome. an.70. lib. 3. cap. 3. buic ſucceſſit annacletius vel Cletus, an. $9. 


Creſcentius Epiſcopms Moguntinis an. 72.Euſeb, l. 3. c. 4. 


B Church 
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be, 
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mas T, 23. 


(a) 
Church ever ſince the Apoſtles dayes, and whilſt 
they lived and. ordered the Government of the 
Church of Chriſt , if we will give any credit to 
the moſt ancient and moſt credible Hiſtory-W ri- 
rers toviching Church+matrers, 0 fE.. 
But about their ele&ion to this high and weigh- 
ty Office : who are to govern herein; and what 
power they ought to haveabove other Biſhops or 
Presbyters their Brethrenz and what Afliſtants 
they ought to uſe in Exerciſing their power'z and 
whether by any other means they ought-to/have 
_ to punifh notorious Offenders than by de- 
ivering ther to Satan, and-not by impriſoning, 
or any pecuniary puniſhment 5 and whether a 
Biſhop may deliver any over to Satan for any 0- 
ther cauſe but ſcandalous living,” or blaſpheming 3 
and laſtly, whether there ought not to be a Biſhop 
in m_ City, and great Town, that is for the 
more Churches therein as a City, with the Villa- 
ges about it, and ſo latge Dioceſles to the'put- 
ting both' of Clergy atid People to ſuch tedious 
ttavell to have their Cauſes heard. 

-Firſt, touching the electing of a Biſhop : what 
better Preſident can there beto follow, than that 
of the firſt Aſſembly of Apoſtles and Believers, 
being 120 tochuſe one intothe room of Judas, 
who was choſen by praying/firſt, and propound- 
ing two known men amongſt them, and caſting 
lots; which was done by the Apoſtles and the 
whole congregation of Believers : For let an E- 
leftion be made any other way , and ſo Gods 
bleſſing cannot go with a Biſhop ſo choſen. Did 
not the Lord himſelf at the firſt ordain twelve, 


whom 


(3) 
whom he called/Apoſtles/? and are notBiſhops 
{et upto govern;in the Church generally held'to 
be the Apoſtles Sueceſſors ;,; ro whom (h ularly 
the Keyes were committed to bind and looſe? and 
why then ſhould not the chufing of them from time 
tO time beireferred tothe Lord? No free Peo- 
ple (as all-Chriftiansare) be willing to be gover- 
ned, by apy-but a Prince of their: own eleQing, 
whom they; know well, and well approve of to 
be prefexred/tothis dignity 3 and how then can 
it;-be expected, -that:it ſhould go welt with that 
Church which hath no hand in the choice of theit 
Biſhop? It was. moſt anciently: the Cuſtome of 
Chriſtiaus for the Clergy and Pcople of the Dio- 
ceſs to chuſe their own Biſhop, and then were 
#hey reverend. as Fathers : neither did this cuſtom 


ceale till Anno Dom. 1120. when Princes began Po. in angl. 


to take to themſelves the right of appointing Bi- 
ſhops in every placez but. before this ar. 775. in 
a Synod held at Kowe confiſting of 133 Biſhops,to 
the Emperor Charls the, Great was granted'the 


c.11.de inven. 
L. 4. c. 10. 


Eledting both of Pope, Archbifkops and Bilhops, fig 3 4. 
fub pena Anathematis, inthetimeof Pope Adriex, drianw. 


wherefore it was a corruption that crept into the 
Church in time for Kingsto _ ifops, and 
aot permit to the Clergy and People n free Ele- 
cyong the Lord being earneſtly _— wmto inthis 
ſo weighty a matter, and # fxe the Eletion 7e- 
tetred rodii Divine Majefty, who only knowetit 
the hearts of all-men;. which if it might be -done 
at this) day, : the King reſerving to- himfelf the 
power of Cotifirming a Biſhop thus thofen , His 
kajeſty- ould free himfelf from being canſe'of 
Db: of, B 2 any 


(4) 


any corruption in theelefion, through the Cove- 
touſneſs of his Courriers,the Churchof God with- 
in-bis Dominions ſhould moſt probably beſupplicd 
with none but worthy Biſhops', ana-great umty 
would every where follow, and all cauſe of Di- _ 
viſions in theſe Churches beicur of 3 but that it % 
may be orderly proceeded-to ſuch 'eleftion, the; 
King is to. be ſought unto toi give leave, without {7 
whoſe leave the Peoples aſſembling of themſelves 45 
cannot. but be unlawfull :- as his'Writs muſt firſt 
iſue out to chuſe Knights iof the Shire in every 
County,, and'that ſuch leave hath anciently been 


given , the granting of Congedeleers in times of 


619 for Brſhop whom the King chuſeth.. ; 735 


vacancy to this day do declare, although the man. 

now to bechoſen be nominated by the King,oud 

It is in effe& noleavetochuſe, but: to receive hinge” . 
#4 Pt 

.. Secondly , for the Biſhops power-above' the 

Preſbyterg, his brethren; it 1s, as Jeroms (aith; o0n- 

ly in ordinativnofPreſbytersand Deacons; which 


'*cannot be done wittiout/the Biſhop 3 :fdr:tow!him 


Tit. 1. 
AR.14. 23+ 
« Tim. 4. 23. 


ſingularly the Apoſtles committed this power, as 
Fs. cnn by St.-Panls writing to Timathy and 
Tits, as he himſelf and Parilches had by the1m- 
pomien of hands,ordained-many 3 ' whereas the 
aying onof the hands of the Preſbytery'is ſome- 
time ſpoken of : nothing elſe can here be gathe- 
red, but that when the Biſhop ordaineth” he 
ought to do it with the affiftanceiof '{ſome of his 
Pretbyters laying their; hands -on together with 
him , and joyning-in Prayer, the: Billop-havin 
firſt examined him that is'to be: ordained and 
accepted 


\- 


(5) 
accepted:.of : him.z | but:foraſmuch as the Apo- 
ſtles.bad $he powerofdindingiand looting;allo 

_ ſingularly: commarted cutto! them, ant nort'the 
Seventy two ſent out to preach, and.Biſhops 
elected- to ghvern the Church are their Suc- 

; ccſlprs ; its ananifeſt; that; the. power of: Ex+ 

7 "rommunicating :a66 Abſolviing: 15. peculiar-to 

+ the [Biſhop alfoi;''and: to | ſncb 1; Pvefbyrers to - 

}, whom 'he ſends;;out  his;Proceſſe;,: to publiſh 
it jn'their particular Churches, :as/Saint: Paul 
wrote tq-the Church of :Corinth ta deliver' to 
Satan the Inceſtuous:man,; declaring the cauſe, 
as it,.is ngcefſary:: every Biſhop ſhould do' to 
the Redtox of, every | Church. 

+ Again ,  foraſmuch as to: Timothy Biſhop of 

'pheſws \$t. , Paul writeth , not to.receive an 

ccuſation againſt'-any under-two orithree wit- 

aeſles :: whereby is implied, that he by vertue of 
is. Apolſtlelhip., .and- power: to judge the cau- 
ſes} of .his Brethren - the oem Bp about .Ephe- 
ſ#.Mt- muſt,needs he: granted ,;- that the ſame 
payer belongeth tg every: Biſhop: 1n his: Dios 

CElS» ',1; ; {f & | 

; Laſtly ,' becauſe Timothy and Titxs alſo had 

power given them to order-thingNjn the Chur- 

chesommitted:tothieix Govermmneſ®, 
at oe ppt and. ſtopping rhe 
ya 


we. 
"_— 
x 


and corruptTeachergand wicked livers, 
whoſe fivs break out after /Ordinatiorls :#t-.muſt 
needs be granted,thatBiſbopsfhoſen to cule have 
the like, power... Yer whenqne'is catlddiao/the 
weighty Office of Ruling inthe Churgablob Gad, 
the duty;of Preaching. duigently TEE gon 
im, 


(6) 
him, 2nd rather more than before; for Timothy 
muſt-not onely be inftant''in preaching in Cealva 
8nd out of fraibe, bur-alfo bean cp boy: Dos 
&trineand Converſation. 7: 

T hirdly, touching thoſe whomrhe Biſhop ist0 
uſeas'A ſrantsin exerciſing his powers E cannot 
finde.any Chancellor,” ArchDeacon;” or' Official - 


A 


once nanied'in any; ancient'Wrices', but'billy of 
Preſbyters and Deacans by whole hel they did ., bY | 


bath tne! and beingaſſlembled in 
Counſel together make Canonsand Conſtitutions 
Eccleſiaſticall;: for which kaftwehavea Preſident 
Ads 15. in the firſt! Counreb afferibling ;' which 
conliſted of Apoſtles, Elders, or Preſbyters, and 
Brethren : and for the firſt'in Paxls laying on of 
his bands upon Timethy,; and \the' Prefb ave. 
orda ining; him, and for the: Pteſbyters a ſtench. 
in excommunicatinp, fee 1C+y. 5. For'althol; 
the Church only be therewritten-ro,-yet it'is Ir 
to be conceived, but that the Chutchconliſted-of 
Preſbytersand common Chriftians,#nivngſt whom 
what was done camnotbe thought havebten 
done but by Preſbyters as the mouth 3 and rhere 
were ſome Prophets, 1.Coy. 14. but ASI Preſ- 
ge ong 4h 5 COL GT 

F rn inikemertt infli@4 on 
any-:-:Þ Arras. © +0 haye ins 
(olricnath. 3. For Aa, Wee + 0f var W 4 Sol 
avt carnal, faith the Apoſtle bas Privy ic Arts 
4: It ts: ' onety fuch pow eras Ch coninieted to 
his Apvibles, aadhare was onlythe-power of binds 
ing-ihdldotmng by \excommunicating ehd'abſol- 
our , yohich is indeed a power ure mat tn 

0 


& ' 


v PEST - we? 


(7) 
of the | —_ Monarchs in the world, and. rhore 
to: hefcared ; for if anearthly Judge hath power 
ta.fend the bady of an- Offender to yriſon, to be 
keptthere-by.a Goaler, and there to. be uſed 
moſt hardly; and after that to condemn him to 
a bodily death, or:to-pardon hini-and: fet himat 
liberty again:: the: power given by Chriſt tq his 
Apoſtles and their Succefiors, is to adjudge tothe 
Priſon of Hell, the ſpirit and foul to be kept by 
Satan, abd by him vexed::and terrified with ter- 
rors intollerable, and after that to be'icarried to 
that Dungeon where thege ts ntter darkne(s,there 
to remain in wailing and; gnaſhing of teeth for e- 
vermore 3 and upon ſerious and hearty repen- 
rance/to releaſe the finner again from this grievous 
judgement// if he be: humbled, and:;profefieth 
his penitency without delay': and if we believe 
our Lord Jeſus, that which is done herein by the 
Biſhop according -to his direction , is done by 
God; For'what ye bizd, ſaith he, pon earth, ſbal 


be bound in heaven, and what-ye looſe ſhall be laos Nath. 18. 


ſed in beaves molt certainly. 
As for any puniſhment ra]l, or pn 
inflitting, it is proper tohimthatbearst 
and a Sword-man aa Apodtle or Rifbop muſt; not 
be , as our Saviour ſhewed, when he: gave Peter. 
a check for drawing:/his Sword and ſmiting, For 
he that 'ſ[miteth with the ſword ſhed periſo by the 
ſword; thatiis, he. who is eat out_to. preach 
ERTDE; (t'© 1:3 | (1141) 16 brold v1 wd 354 
Fifthly, touching-the- cauſe of: excoommunica- 
ting : although this power bath been heretofore 
uſed for not appearing at the Biſhops Court _ 
e 


eS , Rom. 13- 


Sx 


of 


8) ; 
+-he.hath been ſummoned; without ay vr to 
the-Calling, orRighteouſneſs ofthe mar;;3ior/for 
money, or tobring in thoney, which was-anabuſe 
intollerable:z --yet there is-no warrant | bythe 
Word of God to dehiver-over to Satan'for a 
cauſe but ſeandalousliving; orblafphemausHete- . 
fiez but for either of theſe cauſes there is, /as'ap- 
-peareth 1/Cor.'5. by the Apoſtles writing, to have 
the inceſtuous perſondelivered over to Satan, till 
he repented; and to -have-all ſcandalous: bre-+ 
thren, Adulterers,Raiters,;Drunkards,'&0c; pat 
from among(t them 3 although [Er aftax denicrth 
this to be a (ground for excommunicating, or put- 
ting the ſcandalous liver from the holy Commu- 
nion; for- although but a: Phyſitian., - he would 
[ſeem tohaveſo much {kill in Divinityastoaſſert, 
that none, although moſt wicked, who hold the 
true faith, may lawfully be put from-it, becauſe 
none ſuch were kept from the Paſſeover, but on- 


| ly ſuchas were legally unclean, whichuncleanneſs 
'- 1$now ceaſed. z: therefore ſaith he, none are now 


to be accounted unclean: who are believers , as 
thoughif legal uncleanneſs which was much leſſer 


1 ...4 makes oneunclean, but the unclcanneſs which is 


by: fiadoth notimuch more, whenas-that unelgan+ 


neſs which was only .outwatrd,:of this extending 


toithevery: conſcience, witnefsthe: Apoſtles ſa 
ing, to'the unclean all.thiagsareunclean, yea, ho 
very. conſcienceis defiled:37and this1s jiot clenſed 
but by the bloud of Chriſt, that by the bloud of 
-bals 6 goats: »Ror not keepingfrom che Paſſover 
the notoriouſly/wicked by expreſs Precept, there 
'may;be this Reaſon yielded :- the keeping of the 
pt Paſſover 


(9) 
© Paſſover was but a legal Ceremony, and wasto 
be caten by: all that were circumciſed, although 
not: circumciſed yet'/in heart', and therefore nei- 
ther Childrennor Fools weredebarred therefrom, 
nor wicked Iivers, it ſufficed that they who d1d 
© eat hereof were not legally unclean 5 bat” the 
Lords Supper: is {fo holy and ſeparate from pro- 
phane uſe, that whos cath drinketh of it un- 
worthily eateth and drinketh damnation to himſelf, 
and this he doth whoſoever doth not firſt exa- 
mine himſelf, and finding what a grievous ſinner 
ke-hath been, ſorrows not therefore with Godly 
ſorrow, and confeſleth it not, neither is conyer- 
ted therefrom. And if it be ſo, how can the 
that rule in the Church, but be acceſſary to therr 
fin whom: they know to be unworthy, but put 
them nor-. from participating of this holy' Ordis 
nance, till that by repetitance , and promife of 
Reformation, they be ſanQified , that ſo holy a 
thing may not be given butto the holy, at the leaſt 
ſo.far' forth as miay be gathered from their own 
mouths 3/ although we cannot but admit of fome 
unworthy, whoſe wickedneſs is conceal'd : but 
tor the commonly known to be prophane, or no- 
torioully wicked:,' even the Heathen abhorred 
from having them come to their ſacrifices 5 for 
one: was at ſuch :times ſet to cry thus ; "Procyl, 
pratul, efte. prophani; for excommunicating blaſ- 
phemous Hereticks we have $. Paul for our ex- 


ample , who ſaith, he delivered 'Hymenens and r Tim. 1.25 


Alexander to $atan; that they might learn not to 
blafpheme 4 that is; for a chaſtiferhent of the 
blatphemous Hereſies-w hich'they held, that they 

C might 


© 2 Cor. 3, 


(10) 


might be made to recant, as 1s the excommunica+ 
ting of notorious Offenders, that being by Satan 


terrified, who is now let looſe upon them; they 


may be made to repent, and although they ſuffer 
in their bodies this, have their ſouls ſaved at the 
laſt day; for ſome then being excommunicated 
were grievoully handled in their bodies by Satan, 
whereby they were made to know how cruell 
they ſhould be tormented in the life to come if 
they werenot madethereby to repent, as we may 

ather that the inceſtuous perſon at Corinth was, 
or that he was ſoterrified after his exeommunica+ 
tion, that he was ready to be ſwallowed up of 
deſpair. 

6. Touching more or fewer Biſhops making in 
this Kingdome ; It is not ſo convenient that their 
Diocefles ſhould be. ſo large as-they bave been,. 
becauſe that although in former Ages it might be 
necellary, when the land was not fo populous, to 
enlarge the-limits of Biſhopricks , laying many 
more. I owas together, and ſometime. two Coun- 
ties to, make one Biſhoprick, and able Shepherds, 
of w hom Bilkops might be made, were more rare 5 
yet now, thanks be to God Chriſtian people ha- 
ving far mpreencreaſed in Cities, Townes, and 
Villages3 and Paſtors of great ability both tv 
preach and govern, it were much more convenient 
that there ſhould be more Biſhops made in this 
Land; not onely one to a City and the Villages 


i; ;clrcumjaceat, but to each City-like Town, moſt 


Djoceſlesin Exglend, asnow they are conſtituted, * 
being too great a burtben to their Biſhopsto bears 
as Hoſes (ometime complained of the burthen of 
' ſo 


(11) 
ſo numerous a Nation laid 'upon himalone , and 
therefore deſired the help of more'Rulers, and 
had by the Lord added unto him 72 , whereby 
he vie the people were more eaſed, and the bet- 
ter enabled to do the work for which they were 
raiſed up. | | | 

As Diocefles now are, ſome belonging to their 
Charge are fo far off, that they cannot know, or 
ever Glns their Biſhop preach, although he con- 
tinueth amongſt them many yeares 3 neither 
can he know all the Clergy , or their worthineſs 
or unworthineſs to encourage or reprove them 
according to their deſerts, and what a trouble 
and wearineſs is it to the people to be forced to 
travel, ſome of them 30 or 40 miles to have their 
Cauſes heard, and to be at the charge to retain 
Proctors to. plead for them, yea, and ſometimes 
Re&Fores Ecclefie alſo : but if more Diocefles 
ſhould be made, whence ſhould means be raiſed 
to maintain ſo many Biſhops 2 Even out of the 
Biſhopricks that now are, and Deanaries, and 
Prebendaries , of which what uſe is there in the 
Church of Chriſt , and of which Antiquity was 
utterly ignorant ? 

If it would pleaſe God to move the hearts of 
the Kings Majeſty, and the right Honorable and 
worthy Members of this preſent Parliament thus 
to order this great buſineſs touching Epifcopacy, 
Ohhaow eafily\might. each Biſhop do his work in 
roar oa going to preach fometimes-in one 
Church', ſometime in: another- all over his 


Diocels, tothe ſtirring up both of Preſbytersand 
People. to Godlineſs |! m what love and reve- 
\ 2 rence 
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rence wonld-it procure in all meh-toward them, 
and quell Sets and Factions in the Church, where- 
as heretofore whilſt Biſhops ſate idly at home, 
priding themſelves in their Lordly greatneſs,as if 
they were ſo advanced to live as the Rich man 
in the Goſpel , when his fruits were encreaſed, 
in eating and drinking and making merry , be- 
ing for zcale to the Truth moſt cold , but very 
hot for ſuperſtitious ceremonies, comming as 
near to the Popiſh - Church as they could, 
they have bcen hated as the Pope, and deſpiſed, 
_ been the occaſions of great Schiſms and dis 
viſions in the Church of Chriſt , although not fo 
much breaking out as {ince Epiſcopacy was put 
down in theſe three Kingdomes , but lying be- 
fore us as fire covered over with Embers. And 
hitherto of Epifcopal Govenment. 

For touching Archiſhops, I finde no ground at 
all in the holy Scriptures, and the Biſhop of 
Rome was the firſt that ever took upon him.the 
title of Archbiſhop, then of Oecumenical Biſhop, 
anno Dom. 119. as Platina faith , inviting all 
ſuch as ſuffered wrong in any place to come unto 
him, and he would relieve them , and Higinw 
a ſucceſſor of his ſpends a:great part of one 
of his Epiſtles in-magnifying : the . Biſhops of 
Rome, as thoſe that are Princes over other 
Biſhops 3 and ſo do moſt of the Biſhops of that 
Sea: and Marcus Antonius de Dominis ,. who 
was himſelfe Archbiſhop of Spalats, in his Book 
entituled, De Repub. Chriitiaza ſheweth, 'that 
Bifhops only. are of: Apoſtolical inſtitution , but 
not Archbi OPS, | EIS | | 
on; Now 


(13) 


. 1;Now toproceed/to ſpeakefith& book off Coats The Book of 
mon Prayer <:'T bat there: ſhould befugh.a.book, — 


and thereby'an uniform proceeding” in all Chur- 
ches in this Kingdom, 7 4 it will begratited 
on-all hands ; unleſs by uch-as are tranſported 
by. zeal withbut-knowledges| and Culuinhimſetf 
is forthe Miniſters _ of one. and the'fame form 
of prayer in the publiok place, and his reaſons are 
very good, Firſt, becaute the-prayers and thankſ- 
giving there offered are not the Miniſters only, 
bur: of the whole Congregation, !and therefore 
ought'to be ſuch,prayers andpratfes ds the people 
by continual hearing are well acquainted withall, 
ang] ready to fay-amen-unto 53 wheteas if the Mij- 
niſter be permitted to offer up. prayers in publick, 
of his owne conception, he may happily offer up 
ſuch Petitions ſometimes as his own phantafie lea- 
deth himto, that allthe people will not ſay amen 
unto , and it may not peradventure be good for 
them to join -with him therein, leſt by. ſo doing 
they, be drawn Jin. ſome /petitionsithat/tend to 
Hereſie, being far its prevailing 3: for this being 
conſidered of of old by the Councel of Braces, a 
Decree was thereby made againſt any Miniſters 
uſing a Prayer in the publick place 'which was 
not firſt, ſeen by the Councel and atlowed. . 
Secondly, Becauſeevery' Preacher ts not alike 
guided by the Spirit of God in praying , but 
ſome ſuppoſing that the excelleficy of praying 
lieth in. long praying ,i will /draw .out their 
prayers in puhlick to halfe ani houre:or .an hour, 
or. more, at a time , tlii all vr-moſt of their hea- 
rers have their ſpirits tyred , and have'their 
affections 
Y 


Ecclef. 5. 2. 
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affetions ' made :tovag; - which if they. do; ithe 
Miniſters praying'is nothing to them, -but rather 


4s turned into'an occafion'of offending God, as 


all ſaying of prayers without lifting up the heart 
is ; and this long praying is ſo far from having 


' any groundin Scripture, as that what is written 


there makes againſt it , becauſe when ' Chriſt 
taught [his Diſciples to pray , he prefcribed a 
ſhort form, and condemned long praying in many 
words and repetitions of the ſame things as vain 
babling, and hereby upbraided the Phariſees 
hy pocritical praying, that they devoured Wid- 
dows hodfer nad for a colour made long prayers ; 
and the Preacher ſaith, God is in Heaven and thou 
upon Earth, therefore let thy words be few ; And 
both Chriſoftom & Augxſtizeare for compendious 
praying; and notdrawinga Prayer out to a great 
length by ufing many words; for, to this end 
Chriſoſtom (peaks againſt thoſe that think to be 
heard the rather if they make a Prayer conſiſting 
of a thouſand lines. And Arguftine adviſeth to 
make ſhort prayers and often, -that me who join 
in prayer with thee may be able to keep their 
hearts lifted up all the time : and this may ſerve 
to beat down the courſe which now generally 
takes with the people in moſt places, thathe hath 
the moſt excellent gitt in prayer that ſtands lon- 
geſt inmaking his prayers. Others there are who 
refer human eloquence in praying, and there- 
re fill their prayers with Flowers of Rhetorick 
to the pleafing odthe cars:of the Hearors; which 
is2 way that neither Ohriſt, the Prophets or Apo- 
{tles have ever gope in, in-praying : laftly, ſome 
p- Miniſters 
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Minifters.have ſo. poor a faculty. in conceiving-a 
Prayer ,| that they are not able without-an help 
to dothis duty in lo good a manner as it ought to 
be done. | [+ Sa : $5:3.4 
Fhus to ſuch as will be moved by Reaſon it is 
apparent, that there {hquld be: our Churches 
forms of godly Prayers and Thank(ſgivings to be 
commonly uſed by aJl Miniſters, and ſometimes 
of prayers proper to the preſent occaſion; if there 
be plague or peſtilence ,; or other /jinfe&ious di- 
foofer in; the land; if theze:;be danges:by the 
ſword of the enemy, or by Ciyil Wars ; if there 
be famine or unſcaſonable weather , -too much 
rainor drought, blaſts or mildew, thunder, light- 
ning or tempeſts, or, muxrein among(t, Cattel , af 
many of which Seloweesl; pagina hh Drvine;Pray+ 
& A the dedication; of the Temple.-which he 
anur, | | | 
Touching Prayers:commonly to be uſed every 
Lords day, they muſt begin with confeſſion. of ſins, 
and . praying for pardon and-mgrcification of ;fin 
in-us ,- and for faith to believe in'our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and grace tq lead boly and new; lives,and 
for a bleſſing upon the Word ' wherein the Con- 
gregation is then to þ6; excerciſed/in reading and. 
hearing thereof , thag;all: may, give diligent! at-: 
tention unto.it , hear it with tear and trembling; 
and lay itup in their hearts as Mary; did; and live 
alwayes.in gbedince; to. ita. all hlngy.: and;in 
prayingwe muſt remember alhmen,the people of 
all Copntricsand, Nations, ſuch xy alroagy hold 
the true;Faich , who are, the Church of Chriſt, 
that they may be preſerved fromall-their eprenios, 
Weeds an 


2 Cor. 3. 


I Tim. 2. 


and eſtabliſhed as 'upon a'Rock', againſt which 
the'gates of Hell may not prevail, burfall as De+ 
gon did before the Ark ; and ſuoly as' know not 
Chriſt, that they may ſpeedily be converted; and 
that to this end the true light may- riſe up unto 
them, and theChriſtians who'are'Fdolaters miay:- 
be undeceived'{ and turn from deifying* vf'the 
Biſhop of Rome, unto us, whom they; for:our 
being againſt him, count Hereticks 3 and that the 
ancient-People of God the Jewes may have the 
vail taken, away from-their etes,;' that they may 
ſee intot the endi-of the Law; - Chriſt Jeſus, 
and believe, and' be ſaved\, as the Apoſtle Paul 
ſaith that they Thall: then we ought to pray for 
Kings and Magiſtrates wider whom we hve, and 
for the” Miniſtry! of the Word" for all ſuch as 
are afflicted, whether within our Land or- with- 
out, that be our brethren, being _ for their 
ſufferings as for our owne. Thus tor publick 
Prayets! (1, S10IGI LTTEVT 53334 0 3 Hi ; 3.0 1.44 

For Thanſgivings;'they/ares: #fo! to bemade 
commonly 3 * firſt! for gracious/and godly Kings, 
when ſuch are ſet over us, and like Magiſtrates 
under them for the light-of war op ſhining 


- 
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y 


iriogpituy byiche Preachersthereof; beſecchi 
cis L6rg'ouftheHaryeſt fromrime totinic ts ſend 


forth T,abourers into his Harveſt. - Weoughtalſo 
ro/ihave Thankſpivings for Rain, and fruitfull 
Seaſons , for deliverancefrom-Plague,y Peſtilence, 
or Famitie;! fo Viaory 6ver our Encmiesyi and 
Ceſlartihw of Wit? Which hath been in-our land, 
and'particular for Woinen reſerved from the 
great danger of Child-birth, when'God hath _ 
13:3 them 
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themable to come again to his houſe to give 
him thanks, -as we ought: to pray for them that 
are labouring with child,and for ſuch as we have 
in their dangerous ſicknefles prayed for, when 
they are reſtored to health again, andif we look 
into our Book of Common prayer injoyned e- 


very Miniſter touſe in his Church under a great The book of 


nalty, by ſtatute Law made, 10. of Elizabeth 
we (hall find therein formed a Common Prayer 
preſcribed in confeffing of our ſins, and in all the 
particulars beforegoing ſo pious and effectual as 
any that can be conceived; that only which can 
by any that are conſcientious be excepted againſt, 
is ſo great a multitude of prayers to the tiring of 
the ſpirits , both of the Miniſter and people, 
although for the moſt part they be but ſhort, yer 
being ſo many, and ſome often repeated, the ſay- 
ing of them all cannot but be a wearineſſe to 
moſt men whoſe devotion is but weak,and there- 
fore it were tobe wiſhed, that his Majeſty and 
his great Councel would refer the amending of 
this fault to ſome Godly & judicious Divines,in 
whom there is no prejudice againſt a reformati- 
on herein,as there is in ſome who are ſoaddicted 
to our Liturgy as It is, that they ſay it cannot 
by all the Divines in England beamended, which 
I grant is true, for the matter and form of theſe 
Prayers, but for the multiplicity and repetitions, 
it muſt needs be yeelded for the reaſons afore- 
going,that the Book may be amended to the bet- 
ter liking of the whole Nation; for when the rea- 
ding of all theſe Prayers was injoyned,there were 
but few able Preachers in England, but abun- 
D dance 


Prayer, 


Eſay. 9. 
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dance of Churches and Pariſhes, to meet thereto 
offer up their Prayers to Almighty God, andto 
hearhis holy word readand taught, infomuch as 
that in moſtChurches Sermons were ſeldom Prea- 
ched, but only Divine Service ſaid, and ſome ho- 
mily read in the forenoon, and in the afternoon 
only Divine Service faid z wherefore thata com- 
petent time might be ſpent both times, the Li- 
turgy uſedof old, before the Reformation of 
Religion, when in moſt Churchesrhey came only 
to. hear Maſſe was tranſlated into our mother 
tongue, that which was Idolatrous being left wut, 
& loappointed to be uſed in all Churches , with 
the prayerstherein contained, being ſo good and 
effectual, could not but be a commendable way 
for that time,but now thanks be to God, the num«e 
ber of learned and able preachers being greatly 
increaſed, who labour almoſt in every Church, 
in preaching forenoon and afternoon, it were too 
great a burthen to enjoyne them, thereading of 
ſo many prayers, an Epiſtleand Goſpel beſide 
Pſalm and Chapters every forenoon;and it would 
be too great tedioufneſle to the people,and wea- 
rying of their affections , to the making of them 
to worſhip God with their bodies, but not with 
their ſpirits, which is vain , for what difference 
between their praying, that are ſo long and full 
of repetitions condemned in Scripture as Phari- 
ſaical, and ſuch a multitude of prayers, and ſome 
again repeated , being altogether as long as their 
own prayer, yea, doth it not come near to the 


. ſuperſtitious devotion of the Papiſts, who pray 


upon beads ſaying a greatnumber of prayers at 
once ? 


_ (up) 
once? thinking for the great multitude of them to 
be the/more accepted before the Lord, we have 
no hint given usin Holy Scriptures of multiply- 
ing many prayers when we come together inth « 
publick place, but of praying there together,and 
then ſpending the greateſt part of the time inrea- 
ding and preaching, the whole time, for the moſt 
part,in preaching and expounding the Scriptures, 
For when at any time Chriſt came into a Syna- 
gogue on the Sabbath day, we read of a lefure of 
the Law, and the Prophets then Read, and then 
of his Preaching,but of Praying we read nothing 


at that time, although there was certainly Pray-;,t 4 


ing allo 3 for my houſe , (aith the Lord ball be 
called the houſe of Prayer : and as hedid , ſo he 
gave Commiſtion to all his Diſciples to do, ſay- 
ing, Goe and teach all Nations, Baptizing them, 
ec. But of ſaying any prayers before preaching 
he ſaid nothing, although the Apoſtles after his 
Aſcenſion , and other believers aſſembled toge- 
ther to pray , and they again after the conver- 


ting of 3000 continued together in teaching , A + 14: 


breaking Bread , and prayer, and many other 
paſſages there. be , which ſhew that there was 
Praying in the Houſe of God, as well as preach- 
ing. But moſt time by far was ſpent in Preach- 
ing and Reading,asappeares by Nehemiah 8.where 
firſt it is ſaid, That Ezra read in the Book of the 
d aw before the people, aſſembled together, from 
Morning till Midday. ver. 3. Ther heprayed,all 
the people ſaying Amen. ver. 6. After which by 
other Minifters of the Lord the people were fur- 
ther infliruGFed init. ve. 3 All which — 
| D 2 who 


AgainſtLeta- 
y exceptions 


Matt. 23. 


(10) 
who can ſtand yet for ſaying ſo many Prayers at 
every aſſembling together, 'to the houſe of God, 
And not acknowledge that the Book of Common 
Prayer hath need to be corrected, by putting out 
the repetition of the Lords Prayer, after the re- 
hearſing of the Creed of the Apoſtles, and then 
after the Letany, which is a moſt excellent and 
general Prayer for all things and all perſons that 
we ſhould pray for, concluding Morning-prayer 
with two Prayers only following, and the three 
prayers for Good-Friday,which isfor the conver- 
ſion of Jews, Turks, and other Tnfidels, the verli- 
cles and repeating of theL ords Prayer there being 
left out,and the Prayer of the Kings Royal Proge- 
ny and Biſhops, Curates and People, as being pray- 
ed for before in the Letany, and here becauſe 
ſome petitions in the Letany are by ſome excep- 
ted againſt,l will ſay ſomwhat in the juſtificatten 
thereof ; ſome except againſt this, Remember xot 
Lord our fences, nor the offences of our fore F a- 
thers.As if inſo ſaying, we pray for theDead,but 
they are too: captious that make this exception, 
for the Lord threatneth to viſit the ſins of the F a- 
thers upon the Childrea,to the third and fourth Ge- 
zeration, Andtotheſame efteft our Lord Jeſus 
threateneth the Jews, to bring all the Righteous 
Blood that had beenſhed by their Foretfathers 
upon them; Wherefore we pray only againſt 
vengeance,taking upon us for our own fins, or tha, 
ſins of our Forefathers, againft which. wbo but a 
cavellar can ſpeak. 

Secondly, They except againſt this, from 
Fornication and wi other deadly ſin, Good Lord 
| deliver 
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deliverns. As if hereby the Popith Doctrine, 
that ſome (ins are venial, and ſome only deadly, 
were implyed , when as the wages of any fin 15 
death, unleſſe repented of, and pardoned : But 
althoughit be ſo , yet there are ſome fins grea- 
ter then others, of which it is particularly ſaid, 
that they who do ſuch things ſhall die, and never 


enter into the Kingdome of Heaven, of which Gal. 5. 1g. 


Fornication 1s one, wherfore every leſſer fin in- 
dangereth him that committeth it, in reſpect of 
the ſecond deathzyet there are ſome greater fins, 
whereby the Soul is more indangered , becauſe 
few of them that live in ſuch great ſins, have 
the grace =_— them to Repent; we pray there- 
foreto be kept from all ſin, but more eſpecially 
again(t the greateſt, as David. Pſal. 19.12, 13, 
Cleanſe me from ſecret faults, and keep me from 
preſumptuons ſins, ſo ſhall I be innocent from the: 
great off exce,which is moſt deadly. 

Thirdly, They except againſt praying againſt 
ſudden death, for we ought all to be alwaies pre- 
pared for Death, and to ſuchas are prepared, it 
can never be ſudden. But ſeeing no man liveth 
and (inneth not, whocan be alwaiesſo well pre- 
pared as he ſhould be ? and who then hath not 
need to pray this Prayer ? And ſudden dying is 
more uncomfortable to friends ſurviving, and _ 
prevent the ſetting of our houſes in order, whic 
was granted in favour to Hezekzah , and the pa- 
rents bleſſing of his children before he;die, as 
Iſaac and Jacob did, and their giving inſtructt- 
onsto thoſe about them, which commonly are 


moſt memorable to the edifying of the hearers 
at 


Except ta- 
ken, 
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at that'time ,- and their own commending of 
their Souls to God by prayer, and the death of 
the wicked is ſometimes ſpoken of , as aſuddain 
going down intothepit, as we have heard, that 
ſome of . them have done, in the very acting of 
ſome great (in. - 

Fourthly , They except againſt that petition, 
That God would preſerve all Travelling by land 
or by Water ; Whenas by land there are ſome 
T heeves travelling, and by water ſome Pirates & 
murtherers 3' But by ſaying all, we mean only 
all that be travelling about their lawfull occaft- 
ons only. 

Fifthly, They except againſt that, wherein we 
pray , That God would have mercy upon all men ; 
for which there is a plain _ I. Tim. 2. Let 
Prayers and ſupplications be made for all men,and 
a reaſon added, that God would that all ſhould 
be ſaved, neither doth it makeagainſt our pray- 
ing thus, thatfery ſhall be faved, 'it is enough for 
us, that God would not have any periſh, but 
turn from fin and live, and therefore this ' we 
muſt pray for, as we would not be found defe- 
tive in doing our duty herein by God comman- 
ded, and helping what we. can , all/men towards 
Salvation, leaving the' fucceſle to God 5 Some 
other exceptions alſo be made againſt our Book 
of Common-Prayer , as againſt the Collect of the 
ſecond Sunday after T rinity Sunday, wherein it 
is1aid, Give unto ns that whith our prayers dares 
not perſume to ash, ' As if therewere any thing, 
that we durſt not pray for in the name. of our 
Lord Feſws Chrift,when as he hath bidden us aske 


and 


__ 
+ and ye ſhall have; and ſaid, whatſoever ye acke 
in faith ſhall be done for you: but the meaning is 
not, that we dare not for our unworthynetle, 
if we had not been warranted thereunto by his 
promiſe: But thereupon we are made bold to 
aske the greateſt boones in all the World, the 
pardon of all our fins, and Juſtification by faith, 
and Salvation. Asfor the exception taken to the 


wordsof the Prophet Ezek. inthe beginning of x,,4. 18. 21, 


our Divine Service not rightly rendred, but fozz. 
as may make a wicked man bold to go on in his 
ſins till his laſt ſickneſle : At what time ſoever 2 
ſinner dothrepent him of his ſins from the bottom of 
bis heart, Lwill blot out all his wickedneſſe out of 
my remembrance ſaith the Lord , Whereas the 
words of the Prophet are, If the wicked will 
tarz from all his 7 ng that be hathcommitted, and 
keep al my Satutes,and do that which is L awfull 
and right,he ſhall hereby live,he ſhall not die,all his 
tranſgreſſions that he hath committed, ſhall notbe 
mentioned unto him, in hisighteouſneſſe that he 
hath done he ſhall live: Betwixt which , and 
the Book of Common-Prayer, there is this great 
difference, there forgiveneile of ſinis promiſed 
only upon repentance, from the bottom of his 
heart, which may be underftood of hearty ſor- 
row, and no more, when he ſeeth the Ax ready 
to belaid to the Root of the tree to cut it down, 
which 4babdid when he ſaw judgements ready 
rocome down upon him, and JFxdasallorepented 
and was exceedingly forry; inthe Prophet there 
is turning from all his fins, and keeping all the 
Statutes of the Lord, and doing that which is 
lawfull - 
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lawfull and right required in himthat would not 
die , butlivez of wicked, he muſt turn righte- 
ous, which one _ deadly ſick, and..dying, 
hath no time now to do, although he be peni- 
tent and grieved at his heart for his fins, for if it 
bein truth, he hath yet but two parts of Repen- 
tance in him, which Reprobates may have; as 
inthe two examples beforegoing,confeſſion of the 
mouth, and contrition of the heartz But for want 
of the. third , keeping the ſtatutes of the 
Lord, and doing contrary to that which he 
did before ; he cannot expe& thefulfilling of 
the promiſe of Life madeto them that do thus; 
wherefore inſtead of this _—_— It is neceſ[a- 
ry to ſet down the very wordsof the Prophet, that 
there may be no occaſion given to the wicked to 
think, when they have in the publick place con= 
feſſed and ſorrowed for theirſinsa while, they 
are forgiven, and ſhall be ſaved , although they 
turn not from them all, no nor from any, but re- 
turn as the Dog tohts vomit: | 
And hitherto of that , which I have though 

neceſſary to be conſidered, and amended, ornot, 
in our common Prayers, and that not without 
ſhewing good and ſolid reaſon, which ought to 
bear ſway withall that are indued with reaſon, 
more than the cuſtome that hath heretofore been 
when our caſe was not like to that which now is. 
As for the Ornaments,as they are called, wherein 
the Minſteris injoyned to read and to uſe them 


Snrplice and in all his miniſtration. viz. The Cope and 


Surpliceand Hood, becauſe I hear that they ſhall 
no more be injoyned , becauſe of the ſcandal 
that 
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that hath been by them in moſt parts of the land, 
I will ſay no more but this, they are truly relicks 
of Popery; although the Surplice hath been uſed 
very anciently, yet not in the firft century, but 
altogether without ground in holy Scripture , 
which commandeth -to do only in the publick 
worſhip of God what he preſcribeth, without 
adding, or detrating ought , which holdeth as 
well under the N, T. asthe old , wherein veſt- 


ments were indeed commanded to be uſed, by per. 12. $2; 


the Prieſts in their miniſtration about theAltar, 
but now under the new, that kind of ſervice be- 
ing at an end, and a new,which is dang mts 
ſetup , without peculiar veſtments, for whic 

the Miniſter is left free, as well as other men, what 
was it but a reducing again of a ceremony anti- 
quated long before 1nto the Evangelical Church, 
which was proper to the legal, contrary to the 
Rulegiven by our Saviour 3 The true worſhip- 


pers of God , ſhall worſhip him in ſpirit and in john 4. 20. 


truth : which is not yet ſo to be underſtood, as ib 
no regard was to be had to externals, for we 
muſt worſhip God outwardly in the body alſo 

according tothat, 0 come let ns worſhip and fall 
down, and kneel before the Lord our waker,and 2 
man praying or Propheſying withhis bead covered, 
that is, having his hat on his head,aswhen he is only 
among(t his fellowes,for not doing this outward 
reverence to Chriſt his head; who is in a ſpecial 
manher:-preſent- in 'the' congregation , thus re- 


verenting Iim lefſe than the head' of the 3p 


b 
dame where he: liveth, diſhonowreth his hea 
and for garments to. be mo by* the Miniſter in 
i1oe 419V2 Tt (11NME LT h his 
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his miniſtration, that which is moſt decent may 
be injoyned, for all things muſt be done decently 
and in order , and if by our governours in the 
Church, a black Gown, which hath been proper 
to a Miniſter, be judged molt decent , and a pes. 
culiar kind of Cloak, whereby he-may inall pla- 
ces be known from other men, and reverenced 
accordingly, what are any that are inferiqursto 
take exceptions thereto 3 and likewiſe if they in- 
hibet the Clergy from wearing long hair , which 
the Apoſtle ſaith is a ſhame for any man to 
wear , and require, that they ſhew no Jlevity . 
and in their own apparrel,by wearing light co- 
lours but dark , which ſhewes gravety 3 not 
in following vain faſhions of the time, which 

' ſhewes exceeding great levity, which ought to 

Reading of be reproved by the Miniſter and threatned, as by 

the SctiP- Zephany cven inthe Kings Children. 

mas \.: For Reading of the holy Scriptures in the 

Church before , preaching, there is: ſomething 
' "which is juſtly excepted againſt. wiz.. both 
the appointing, of Chapters to be read out of A- 
pocry phal Books, as Eſdres, the book of WiſYow 
and of Tebit, &c. and thoſe not a few, but 60: at 
the leaſt in. the year,wherein they ſay. that theSer- 
vice book , which now we have, is altered from 
the firſt appointed. in the year of Edward 6; in 
which were none but canonical Scriptures ap- 
pointed to be read, and that! in; all Churches-the 
Miniſters axe required, to read Chapters;'both 
inthe Old and New Teſtament,appointed by;the 
daies ofthe month, which though it-may be well 
. in Churches ox Chappels where ſervice'is ſaid e- 
very day, yetifthe Miniſter in every pRageens 
urc 


Teph. 1. 8 
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Church keepeth —_ to this order , ke ſhall 
not in many -years,by reading the Chapters ap- 
pointed for the Lords dayes, read moſt of the 
Chapters of the Bible , but paſſe them over 
continually, And foraſmuch as now there is 
preaching in every Church ofthe Goſpel of Fe- 
ſw Chrift , ſomtimes upon Goſpels, & ſomtimes 
upon Epiſtles, this is but anadding of an unne- 
ceſlary labout, to the wearying of thepreacher, 
before he commeth to his greateſt labour. Where- 
fore His Majeſty and the Councel of the Land,in 
whoſepower only ir 1s, are to- be deſired to ſee 
thefe things amended allo. 


And laſtly,becauſe it isan offence to ſome, & in. KU" of 
deed , not ſo commendable in a Miniſter to read 99+ 


prayers, & there was not any ſuch thing done jn 
Iſracl of old, for nothing. was read in the congre- 
' gation butScripture,and as for praying and pray- 
ling of God it was don wemoriter, by theMiniſter, 


the ſaying ofthe prayers ſet forth in the Book of "© #: 


Common Prayer without book by the Miniſter 
would be enjoyned, that comming from his ſpirit 
immediately, as if they were his own, both he 
himſelfe and the whole Congregation may be the 
better affected therewith ,. and ſuch as know not 
how to pray, by hearing them oftenſo ſaid;may 
be ſtirred-up to learn. them by heart alſo; and 
make uſe of them, or ſome of them, in private, 
which how fball they be pur on to do, if the Mi- 
niſter hiniſelf cannot ſay'them,but by- the book: 
to.reada prayer: made by/others cannot be'pray- 
ing by the::{pirit;: as all praying-in the Congre- 
gation ought to bez but then may one be ſaid to 
pray by the ſpirit , when he hath laid up the 

E 2 prayer 
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Luke 4. 
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prayer to be uttered in his heart , and from 
thence immediately brings it forth, being affeted 
with it, as if it were of his own conceiving. If it 
ſhall be counted ſufficient for a Miniſter to read 
prayers in the Congregation, when his fight 
groweth dim; or he cannot ſce, or the Sky be 0- 
vercaſt with darkneſſe , how ſhall he be ableto 
goon in praying? if it be ſaidevery one hath not 

oO good a memory : I anſwer, He that giveth 
himſelf to praying, upon paines taking ſhall at- 
tain to a memory ſnfficient for this , and ſo all 
Miniſters after the example of the ApoſtleFought 
to do, or elſe they are not worthy of the Mini- 
ſtry, as for the praying in the Pulpit, if fo much 
time hath been ſpent in praying before, it will 
not be requiſite now, forthe Preacher to ſpend 
much time in praying again, but after a ſhort 
prayer made for the aſſiſtance of Gods holy Spi- ' 
rit, and for a bleſſing, to fall immediately to 
the work of preaching, For when Chriſt ' preach- 
ed in the Mount, and in Nazareth, we read of 
ſpending time in preaching, but not in praying, 
and likewiſe of the Apoſtle Peters ſaying much 
when the people were aſſembled together to hear 
him, by way of preaching only,and of Paxl : nei- 
ther do 1 find that any of the Ancient DoRorsof 
the Church, when they ſtood up topreach , did 
otherwiſe . As for the ten commandements reher- 
{ing every Lords day, in the houſe 'of God, to 
make all the people perfte&t in them; I hold (ic 
moſt neceſſary, for if a man muſt in his own 
houfe dayly ſpeak of the Commandements, how 
much more ought the Minifter of Oy oY 

oules 
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houſe? and add together with- the people the 
precatiuncle ſet forth, in the end. . For the Mini- 
{ters giving warning to keep divers holy days, 
which have not n_ anciently been kept in the 


Church of God, that'is the Saints days, there is ofaints days. 


great need to put down the keeping of all theſe, 
both becauſe we do not read of any ſuch days 
keeping before anne 501. which was a time of 
great Superſtition. A#aſteſixs being then Biſhop 
of Reme, who was a Neſtorian Heretick, and 
cauſed; Macedoniwe Biſhop of Cenſtyntinople to 
keep the Feaſts of Peter and Paul, which had 
never been done in the Eaſt before, as I have 
ſhewed in my Hiſtory of the Church, where I 
have alſo proved by good reaſon, that it was a 
corrupt Superſtition crept into the, Church to in- 
join the keeping of them. Firſt, becauſe work- 
ing was prohibited poor. men. upon thoſe days, 
who can hardly live upon their labour all the 
ſix days,. when as the Lord alloweth all to 
work upon all the:ſix dayes, and. prohibiteth 
work only upon the ſeventh. Secondly, ſuch as 
are idly difpoſed, both poor. men and Servants, 
had by this means a Cloak for their Idleneſſe, 
to the great detriment. of the Common-wealth, 
and [becauſe ' Idlenefſe giveth advantage to 
to fleſhly luſts which fight againſt the Soul, the 
keeping of thoſe days was a letting looſe of the 
reins to wicked mens; inordinate affections, that 
they might run to all exceſle of riot, as former 
experience hath often proved, eſpecially;at,the 
Feſtival time of Chriſtmas, when ſo many dayes 


together were ſpent in idleneſſeand vauity, od 
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if there were nothing elſe amiſſe in keepingtheſe 
days but idleneſſe, when all ſhould work, it 
were enough to prefle to the putting of them 
down :: for that idleneſſeis ſo much condemned 


. vin holy Scripture. ' Thirdly , becauſe they are 


commanded to be kept holy, by reſorting to 
Church to read and hear the word' of God, - and 
to pray, and yet no days are ſpent ſoprophane-' 
ly, there being no care had but to keep labour- 
ing men and Trades-men from the neceſſary 
work'of their Callings, and if they do their work 
, to puniſh them, and ſo the holy day ismade but 
"a ſtale to bring money into the Commilſlaries 
Court. Fourthly, It is too great an honor to be 
given to any but God tocall a day after hisname, 
& to keep it in way of honouring then 3 for this 
commeth near to the worſhipping ' of the Saints 
departed, and Mine honrar(laith the Lord) will 
F not give t0-another, It it had pleaſed God that 
fach 'honourſhould'be given to his Saints, furely 
fomething would have been'ſaid of it; and days 
ſhould have been inftituted under the old Teſta- 
ment by 4brabem, Iſaac ind Jacob, Foſeph and 
Moſes, Samnel and David, &c, 'and under the 
new by the Apoſtles, before that fo Tong a. time 
is five hundred years hadpaffed. ' Laſtly, in o- 
ther reformed Churches this burden of keeping 
any holy days befides the Lords days, and ſome 
to the honor of our Lord Jeſns Chriſt , as the 
day of his Nativity without 'the tale of fo 
many days more added',' of his' Reſurrefion, 
Aſcenſion, and of his ſending dowh of the Holy 
Ghoſt at Pentecoſt, and the day of his Paſhon 
| hath 
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hath been long ago calt off, but not the keeping 
of the day of the Lords Nativity , as lately hath 
been done in Exg/end, when our Divines A(- 
ſembled at Fe#mwinier could not hind that any 
days ought to be kept holy but the Lords days, 
whenas by ancient Hiſtory. it appeareth. that the 
day of the Lords Nativity was kept in the very 
firſt Century of years after Chriſts death; for 
there its recorded, that in the year 130 Nativi- 
tatis Dawint, , Teleſphorws being Biſhop of Rome, 
he: amanglt, other Decrees made this for one, 
that three-Maflſes ſhould be ſaid, that is, -there 
ſhould be three Communions as upon a molt high + 
day, upon the day of the Lords Nativity, one 
in the Evening when he was born, another in 
the night,, when by Angels from heaven his birth 
was declared, a third at. day light, . becauſe the 
firſt day of Salvation then begantoſhine, where- 
by it is iatimated, that our Lords Birth day had 
been kept/before;in his Church, no man being to 
tel how lpag, whence it may be gathered,that the 
cuſtoms began immediately after his Aſcention to 
Heaven,& now.the Solemnity thereof beganto be 
more mereaſed amongChriſtans, but the increaſing 
thereof by-keeping 12 days; was not brought intil 
400 yearsafter,wherefore uponthe reaſons befqre 
going they, may be cutoff, and.it will bebeſt plea- 
ting to our Lord to keep hisday alone bydoing du- 
ties of Devotion,in Feaſting and pther expreſhions 
of joy,and exerciGng.-liberality; to the poax, partly 
upon other days alſo when that day approachcth. 
And thus much touching Holy Guys. | 
Now to ſay ſomething touching the Holy 
Commus=« 


Of kneeling. 
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Communion, and the Service appointed about 
it,the Exhoftations to be made to the Communi- 
cants before receivingareall very good and Godly 
if they were not too much tyring to the Miniſter, 
afterhis Spirits ſpent ſo much before 1n praying, 
reading and preaching : and therefore it were 
to be wiſhed, - that all the Service going -before 
might be omitted, asbeing in effect ſaid before 
amongſt all the people, and one of the Exhor- 
tations to prepare to the worthy receiving, and 
{ſo naw} immediately to that ſhort' one, be- 
ginning thus, Te that do truly and earneſtly repent 
ye of your ſins, Es. tothe end, a Pſalm being fi- 
nally ſung, as Chriſt hath given us example, and 
then The peace of God which paſſeth all underſtan- 
ding, &c.-lome plabes' of Scripture: tending to 
ſtir up Charity to the' poor,-being in- conelufton 
recited, and the Alms 'gathered. For the ge- 
ſture of kneeling appointed in receiving, it is a 
geſture ſhewing the greateſt humility that can be, 
as is inall reaſon expected by the Lord whenat 
his hands we receive ſogreataBleſſing:and theMi- 
niſter at the ſame inſtant ispraying thatthe body 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ſhould preferve us bodies 
and ſouls to- eternall life.” Whereas it/is excep- 
ted againſt by ſome, becauſe”at the Inſtitution 
the Apoſtles/did not kneel but fit, 'and as it was 
done then ſo- ought weto do; I anfwer , this I 
deny, butwhat they werecommanded' todo we 
ought'ts do,-that is;'to takebread, Give thanks, 
break, andieat it'as his body,- inremembrance''of 
him, &c. for the geſture'fith there is nothing 
faid, we are left to our own: liberty- _— 
C an 
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and the Governours of the Church have power 
to appoint in what Geſture it ſhall be done, ſo 
that it be according to the generall rule moſt de- 
cent,& ſuch is kneeling for a (ubjeCt before his So- 
veraign,confering ſomehonorupon him,as he doth 
that hath the honor of Knighthood conferred upon 
him,& ſo he that hath the honour of aDoctor con- 
ferred uponhim by theV ice-Chancellor of the U- 
niverlity kneeleth before himto be admitted to 
it, and a Son before his Father at receiving his 
Bleſſing,and why then may not aChriſtian before 
Chriſt his Sovereign Lord offering himſelf unto 
him to be received by the hand of his Miniſter, 
his Repreſentative. lf the praftice of the Apo- 
{tles at the Inſtitution were obligatory to all 


Chriſtians, St. Paul in commemorating the In-<©** **- 


ſtitntion would certainly have made mention of 
it, as well as of other circumſtances, but becauſe 
he doth not, it is apparent that weare not bound 
to hold us tothe ſame geſture, and indeed that 
the Geſture is not material appeareth ; for that 
although at the Inſtitution of the Paſſeover, in- 
ſtead whereof the Lords Supper was ordained, 
ſtanding was appointed, yer Chriſt with” his 
Diſciples did not eat it ſtanding but ſitting. If it 
be objected againſt kneeling, that is an appear- 
ance of evil, that is, of Artolatria, the worſhip- 
ping of the bread of Chriſts body held in the 
hands of the Prieſt, believed by many to be no 
bread now, but the Lords body, who is to be 
worſhipped. Anf. in fuch as believe (o, it is 'in- 
deed Artolatria, that is Idolatry, but tor ſo much 
as we do not believe it for ſubſtance to be any 
F other 
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other than bread till ſanfified to an holy uſe, 
and Chriſts body only to ſuch as believe it to be 
ſo to them when they have received it, nouri- 
ſhing them to eternall life. In our kneeling only 
for reverence to the Lord when we receive, it 
cannot carry a ſhew of Idolatry, although, if 
when it is carried about, as in the Church of 
Rome, They that fall down upon their knees to 
it cannot but be guilty-of this foul fin, whether 
they believe it to be Chriſt or not. Kneeling there- 
fore in recieving by thoſe that are of the ſame 
Faith with us cannot be juſtly accepted againſt, 
yet becauſe ſome weak ones will be ſcandalized 
hereby, it may be received ſtanding, as it is in 
ſome ReformedChurches,but littingat the Lords 
Table is moſt undecent and unmannerly, 

After the Communion followeth that Service 
which is to be uſed in Baptiling, in which nothing 
hath been by the moſt ſcrupulous excepted a- 
gainſt, but againſt the requiring God-fathers 
and God-mothers to anſwer for them, and in 
ſuch words as they* are bidento do, and againſt 
ſgning with the fign of the Crofle 3 tor the firſt, 
that there ſhould be Sureties for Infants that can- 
not yet ſpeak for themſelves, it they be wile 
and Godly,and make conſcience to do their in- 
deavour when the Childrenaregrowato Under- 
ſ{tanding,that they may be taught and ſtirred up to 
profeſs and promiſe for themſelvs what hath bin 
promiſed in their behalf,it cannot but be acknow 
ledged to be good Chriftian care of the Church 
whereby it is thus provided : But the queſtions 
aſked of themwould bea litttealtered thus. "_—_ 

0) 
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Do ye believe in God the Father Almighty?&c. 
and not doeſt thou, as if the queſtion were di- 
rected to the Child , for this is by many counted 
ridiculous. Secondly, Do ye delire to have this 
Child Baptized in this Faith? T hirdly, Do ye 
cometo undertake, as much as in you ſhall lye, 
that this Child ſhall forſake the Devil? &c. The 
anſwer to this laſt being, we do thus undertake 
all theſe things 3 for if the Children of believing 
Parents ought to be Baptized (as all the Ortho- 
dox have ever held) truly there 1s great need 
that ſome faithfull perſons ſhould undertake for 
them, as hath been ſaid, and help what they can 
towards the Childrens doing ſo, as 1s promiſed, 
till they by learning the Catechiſme come to an- 
ſwer for themſelves. Neither was the name of 
Anabaptiſts heard of for the ſpace of 1500 years 
and upward, where John Leyden an ambitious 
Taylor in the City of Munſter in Germany, al- 
pired by ſuch means after making himſelf a King, 
as he did, and by other abominable opinions 
which he-then broached. And for the baptizing 
of Infants we have this convincing reaſon groun» 
ded upon the word of God, that it Infants under 
the N. T. who come of Gods people that pro- 
tefiethe true faith ought not to be baptized, 
there is no Sanctifying Ordinance for them, and 
they are in worſe caſe than the Infants of the 
Jews, becauſe they had Circumciſion, whereby 
they wer? (anctifhied and delivered from the dan- 
ger of death, to which they were by nature ſub- 
jet, but being circumciſed, they were ſaved if 
they died in their Infancy : but the Children of 
F 2 Chriſtians 
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Chriſtians ſhould be altogether without any 
ſanQtifying Ordinance, and ſo continue Children 
of wrath, as all are by nature, and if they die 
before they be baptized in danger of being cut 
off, for unleſſe one be born again of water .and 
the Holy Ghoſt he cannot enter into the King- 
dom of Heaven, and St. Peter ſaith that bap- 
tiſm is as Noah's Ark that ſaveth, and how ab- 
ſurd is it to ſay that none can be ſaved till they 
they be grown up and attain to actual Falth? 
for toſay they ought not tobe baptized til then 
is incffet to fay ſo. Now that Children born 
under the N. T. arenot in a worſe but a better 
caſe than they under the Old, appearethby this, 
that we havenow a better Mediator, anda bet- 
ter High-prieſt, and a more glorious Miniltry 3 
for then 2foſes was the Mediator, Aaron the High 
Prieſt, and Afoſes had his face covered when he 
ſpake to the people : but now the Son of God is 
Mediator and High Prieſt, and layeth Heaven 0- 
pen more plainly by his Miniſtry, and the way 
for Parents and Children to attain unto it, vis. 
by baptiſm, after that the Parcnt believeth ad- 
miniſtred both to him and them. If this were 
not ſo, what comfort could believing Parents 
have although they themſelves were baptized, 
but their childrennot, for fear of their dying un- 
baptized and unſandGified ? for their children are 
as dear to them as their own ſouls. If any ſhall 
think that they are ſanQiked by the faith of their 
Parent, becauſe it is ſaid to believers at Corinth 
In caſe but that one Parent were a Believer, other- 
wiſe your Children were unclean, but now they 
are 
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are holy. It is to be underſtood that the Apoſtle 
ſaid ſo, becauſe that immediately after the #a- 
rent was baptized, the children were baptized 
alſo, and this is more than probable, becauſe 
Origen who lived about ax. 200 ſaith, that it 
was held tobe a Tradition of the Apoltles that 
Infants ought to be baptized. Secondly, touch- 
ing the Crofle in baptiſm, although it hath been 
very anciently uſed, and God hath ſometimes 
wrought miraculouſly thereby for the confirma- 
tion of the Faith, as Chryſoſtom ſaith, yet for 
ſo much as it hath been in time of Popery tur- 
nedinto an Idol by being adored and truſted in, 
Godly zeal cannot indure it any-longer, but as 
Hezekiah,that good King,when the people com- 
mitted Idolatry with the brazen Serpent, which 
had been by Aroſes ſet up, and miraculous cures 
had been thereby wrought upon ſuch as were 
ſtung by the fiery flying Serpents, brakeit down, 
{o ought every good Chriſtian King to do by the 
Crofle, that ſuch an occafion of Superltition be- 
ing taken away, the like fin may beno morecom-, 
mitted. As for Confirmation by the Biſhops lay- Fg 

ing on of his hands in due time upon children 

that have been baptized, there ſeemes to be a 

ground for It, Heb. 6. where [mpoſition of hands 

1s ſpoken of as one of the principles of the Chri- 

{tian Religion, and that next tothe Doctrine of 

baptiſm, and therefore jt is hereby intimated, 

that Children which had been baptized were to 

come when they had attained to the knowledge 

of that which they were in their Baptiſm bound 

unto, to have hands laid upon them by _ ” 

1a 


The Croſſe. 


(83) 
had power committed unto them, to bleſſe them, 
as the Apoſtles had, that they might recetve the 
Spirit of Grace and Sand&ification, as actual be. 
lievers, as being baptized, and having the Apo- 
{tles hands laid upon them , received the Holy 
Ghoſt, andſpake with tongues ,-as is to be ſeen 
{ſpecially A&s 8. where the Samaritans, who be- 
lieved being baptized by Philip, when Peter was 
come, and: laid his hands upon them, recerved the 
Holy Ghoſt, but Philip had not commithon thus 
todo, and as was ſaid before, Bilhops are the A- 
poſtles ſucceſſors, and therefore to them only it 
ſeemes that'this power was given, and that they 
ought to goe about in their limits to do this office, 
and herein the Apoſtles had Chriſt for their ex- 
ample,to whom little children were brought, and 
he blefſed them,and required,that it ſhould ſo be 
done, ſaying, ſuffer little children to comeunto 
me, and forbid them not, &&vc. as being of availe 
towards the attayning of the kingdome of Hea- 
ven, and therefore this is to be believed touch» 
ing Chriſts bleſting of little children, although 
they were not then intelligent enough to believe 
actually,but the Biſhops bleſling is to be after ſome 
knowledge attained unto, as the Apoſtles laying 
on ofhands was not but upon them that hadknow- 
ledge,and did proſeſs the true faith, wherefore the 
Ordinance of conformation is not to be dif» 
allowed, but not to be extolled , as it is inthe 
Church of Rowe, as a Sacrament, and that not 
inferiour to Baptiſm, and as neceſ{Jary to Salya- 
tion, it muſt needs be granted to be very necel- 
fary, becauſe a neceſlity 1s hereby put upon pa- 
rents 
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rents to teach their children betimes the ten 
Commandements , the Creed, and the Lords 
Prayer,&c.andto cauſe them to come toChurch 
tobe examined by the Miniſter, as is appointed , 
that the Catechiſm which isfo ſhort being lear- 
ned by them, they may be bleiled, and the work 
begun about them intheir baptiſm perfetted 3 
whereas if this Ordinance of conformation by 
impoſition of hands and Praying be negledted, 
neither will parents who are ignorant them- 
ſelves, or were not thus brought up., have any 
care of teaching or getting their Children taught 
theſe things, as by long experience hath proved 
too true, and ſs many by Baptiſm received in 
theirinfancy to be-Chriſtians, are for ignorance 
of the ChriſtianPrinciples like Heathens, differing 
only from them 1n this, that they have been bap- 
tized, which when they are grown up will ayail 
them no more to Salyation, then circumcition in 
the fleſh did the Jew, that was without the cir- 
cumcifion of the ſpirit, wherefore let this moſt an- 
cient cuſtom of the Church beagain revived, and 
Miniſters of the Goſpel in all Churches ſtreightly 
injoyned to Catechize as well as to Preach, at 
the leaſt till the children of their Pariſhes aremade 
perfect in that ſo:ſhort a Catechiſm ſet forth by 
Authority, and if any miniſters mind moveth him 
to add morequeſtions therunto,-he may find above 
100 more interlaced in - my Catechifm put out 
near 40 years agoe and allowed, and-along time 
by many of my brethren tn the Miniſtry uſed,till 
that unhappy confuſion came into our Church, 
and under a pretence of moreReformation,much 
more 
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more deformity came to the face of our fair 
Mother the Church of England, and becauſe Pa- 
rentsare generally moſt negligent in cauſing their 
Children to come to be Catechized, and much 
more in teaching them at home, it is as neceſſary 
to lay ſome pecuniary mul& upon them if they 
cauſe them not, as is uponthem, if themſelves be 
abſent from the Church ; if our higher powers 
would take this into their ſerious conſideration, 
and ſtrictly injoynall Miniſters todo their parts 
in Catechizing, and Parents in teaching and cau- 
ſing their Children to come to becatechized, in- 
{ſtead of a moſt ignorant , we ſhould have a moſt 
knowing generation, and where there is any 
Grace, a moreconſcionable, to live and do, as 
with their own mouthes every one ſhallacknows- 
ledge to be his bounden duty, but Bifhops dio- 
ceſſes being, ſo large, that they cannot in perſon 
go about., to lay their handsupon all, that are 
inſtructed, will it not be neceflary to make de- 
puties in more remote places, :to do it intheir 
ſtead ? 

Touching the proceedings and ſervice in Ma- 
trimony by the Book of Common Prayzerappoin- 
ted, theſe words which the Huſband is bidden to 
ſay , with my body IT thee worſhip, ſound (o ill, as 
that moſt men-take exceptions to them, becauſe 
they may be taken as implying the huſbands 
making a God of hiswife, ſceing,as Chriſt ſaith, 
Thou Baltworſbip the Lord thy God, and him on- 
ly ſhalt thou ſerve; To take away this excepti- 
on therefore, if inſtead of thoſe words, theſe 
might be uſed, And I will honour thee as the 
weaker 
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weaker veſſel, it would not be without ground 
inthe Holy Scripture, and of the going of the 
Prieſt '1mmediately to the Lords Thble ----- 
the perſons Married following , and kneeling 
thereto pray, and to take the Communion, what 
reaſon can be yeelded, yea, is there not reaſon 
againſt it, it is a ſhew of worſhipping and pray- 
ingtothe hoſt, as it is called, as to: Chriſt, made 
of the Bread ſtanding there. Secondly, there 
is danger of their unworthy receiving , for want 
of examining themſelves before, to which they 
are-then moſt probably indiſpoſed,, as having 
their hearts then taken up with other pleaſures ; 
W hereforethis alſo would be conſidered, and no 
more injoyned, they that are to be married be- 
ing rather required at ſome other. time before, 
when there is a Communion, reverently to re- 
celive it, being duly prepared. 


Now remaineth nothing more to be ſpoken to in Theviſitation 
the Book of Commer Prayer,but the Viſitation of 9fth< Sick. 


the Sick, the Burial of the Dead, and Thankſgi- 
ving for women comming to Church after Child- 
bearing, in all which none other but the good 
ſpirit ſeemeth to have been theguid of ſuch as 
x wa ordered it 5 and it is pitty that the or- 
der for the viſitation of the ſick 1s not generally 
followed, being ſo Godly and comfortable. And 


for the burial of the Dead, whar can be excepted pyiall of the 
againſt, unleſfſe it be in that prayer, that we, with Dead. 


this our brother , and all other departed inthe 
true faith, may have our perfe& conſummation 
and bliſſe in thine everlaſting Kingdome 5; but 


they are too quick of apprehenſion , who ſay, 
G that 


— 


for Women. 


that this is with the Papiſts, a praying forthe 
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dead whenas indeed it is not a praying that they 
may be ſaved, but for the haſtning of the time 
of perfefting our Salvation both in Soul and Bo- 
dy ; that is, that the coming of our Lurd Jeſus 
may be haſtned , when this ſhall be done, 
and the perſon deceaſed being a Chriſtian, who 
in the judgement of charity ſuppoſing him to. be 
gone to Heaven in his Soul ,-pray thus for him 
together with our ſelves and other believers, 


Thanks giving | The thankſgiving for women, and their. bring- 


ing of an offering after child-bearing, 1g way of 
real thankfulneſfſe, is grounded upon Levit. 
12. For although it were a Ceremonial Law, 
and Ceremonial rites are now done away, . yet 
there was a moral inthe ſame injoyned ,* which 
bindeth alwaies, that is to ſhew thankfullneſſe in 
the houſe of God for ſo great a deliverance, 
as Hezekiah being delivered from his deadly 
ſicknefle, went upto the houſeof the Lord , and 
prayſed God, 

And thus by the help of God I have finiſhed 
the.task undertaken, to ſhew how unity may be 
reſtored to the Church of England, in reſpe& of 
Epiſcopal Government, and the book of Commure 
Prager, now the Godof peaceand unity work ſo 
in the hearts of his Majeſty and Parliament, that 
it may be ſo done, and the doubts and Scru- 
ples about the Book of Common-Preyer, being ta- 
ken away, as hath been ſaid, the ſame good God 
work ſo in the hearts of all his Miniſters, that all 
contegtion being laid aſide; .they may with one 
heart and one mind, agree td-ferye God inthe 
publick place in ſuch uniformity , that the Pri- 
ſtine 
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tine ſplendor of this our MotherChurch through 
uniformity may be reſtored,and the foul blemi 
of differences may be done-quite away, to the 
great comfort of all true hearted Chriſtians, and 
the glory of God Almighty. And becauſe uni- 
ty ih opinion is. no lefle neceſary, thanunifor- 
mite indivine worſhip, and there be many Sets 
in the Church of Exgl/axd at this day, although 
it be not poſlible for the higher powers on Earth 
by their authority, or for the learned in divine 
knowledge, to make. by their moſt convincing 
arguments, all io be of one:mind with the Cha« 
tholick Church reformed : yet there may be ſome 
courſe taken to keep their erronious opinions 
from ſpreading further, and their liberty may 
be ſo ſupprefled,as that there may in appearance 
and ex prefeſſo, be little or no dilcord ; and this 
may be-by 1njoyning allunder a penalty to be 
taken off, ſuch as ſhall afterwards offend,to come 
duly to their own pariſh Church, as is by Law 
required. 2. By not permitting under a greater 
penalty, private meetings in houſes, 3. By ſtops 
ing themouthes of their ringleadersand teachers, 
the puniſhment of impriſonment, or baniſhment 
being laid uponthem that will not forbearz for 
fogodlyEmperors have dealt with ſuch diſturbers 
of the peace of the Church in times paſt, 8& good 
reaſon, for asE/ijab ſaid, if theLord beGod follow 
him,if Baal be he, go after him, it is intollerable 
that there ſhould be more religions in one King- 
dome; than one generally profeſſed therein under 
one head, becaufe asReligion hath the name « reli» 
geando binding mens harts rogether,fopermit divers 
religions, and although in ſome politick = 
G 2 they 
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they may live together in external z yet 
their heakts not! being knit together; | B22s LF 
ted fromone another, this peace:cannot::alwaijes 
continue, but as there is an'oportunity offered 
break out into bloody difſention, as was proved 
by woful'experience in the Romiſh Chatholicks 
in Ireland; and Anabaptiſtsin Gerwaxy,and when 
in time of peace ſo/greatta Maflacre was made in 
France, Anno 1573. [-460285. | v4 

To conclude, whereas inthis Tract I have made 
ſome mention of my. Hiſtory of:the World, from 
the creationro the end of 'Nehemiah his-principa- 
lity, 2. From thence / to the deſtrutiowof Fery+ 
ſalew. 3. Fromthence to the Yearof our. Lord 
1648. His Majeſty may be pleaſed totakenotice, 
and all others that delight in the beſt Hiſto- 
ries, that-I have by Gods, affiftance finiſhed this 
great work: divers years agace, -and haveit rea- 
dy tobe publiſhed, if it might be acceptedof, as 
being next unto the ſacred hiſtary, moſt neceſſa- 
ric for at}-Chriſtians-who are ſtudious to read, for 
the better underſtanding | of the: -moſt notable 
things done in the world, both before the Plood 
and ſince inthe 4 Monarchies, and other King- 
domes of the world, and of the ſtate of the Church 
of God inthoſe500 yeares,/ .of which. the Holy 
Scripture ſaith nothing , and -laſtly -of the 'go- 
vernment that hath been by -Emperours, and Ri- 
ſhops of Rome,-and Councels , of Herefies, cor- 
ruptions in Religion , famous DoQtors in the 
Church , and moſt memorable occurrances in 
Kingdomes , and miracles wrought to confirm 
faith, or ſuperſtition, trueor falſe. | 


FINIS. 


